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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Drew Lewis
During our recent teacher in-service day my first thought was, “whatever
happens, this is better than last year!” Here we are again at the start of another year of
teaching with more uncertainty and questions. I know we all had hopes that we would
be back to a “new normal” by the fall, however, I am still grateful that for the first time
in a year and a half I get to see my students all in person. Even with the need for safety
and mitigation strategies, we still get to make music together and grow as a community
in the same space after a year and a half of online learning. My hope for you is that your
year is starting better than it did last year - that the momentum is moving in a positive
direction in our jobs and in our surrounding neighborhoods.
As we head into this year, I am grateful yet again for the choral community. We
just finished our series of Summer Chats, which were just the right dose of connection
and sharing that I needed to head into my first week with students. Be on the lookout
for future in-person and virtual opportunities to connect with fellow SCVA members
throughout the school year. We need to continue to encourage and collaborate with
each other. If you do not feel connected to a group of colleagues, please let me know (or
any of the SCVA board members) how we can help facilitate that connection for you.
You can also sign up for our Fall In-Service, which will happen on October 15th at the
Fullerton Free Church. If you have any ideas for how we can continue to serve and
encourage you as an SCVA Board please be sure to fill out our summer Choral Director’s
Survey (if you haven’t) which can be found at this link: Choir Director’s Survey 2021
As we start this school year, your SCVA board is also working to create
opportunities for your students while keeping in mind their health and safety as well. In
the midst of all we’ve gone through, we are also working to make positive changes in
our organization. This year, we will have three categories to our Vocal Solo and
Ensemble festival: Classical Voice, Musical Theatre and Commercial Music/Vocal Jazz.
This first round in February will be video submissions, with the finals happening
(hopefully) in person in May 2022. We are also opening up our festival season to any
hosts who would like to host a Vocal Jazz/Gospel/A Cappella festival on their campus.
These are small steps that I hope will just be the beginning of changes to work toward
making sure vocal music is accessible and equitable to all.
We have work to do. Work to rebuild our programs. Work to make sure more
people are included in the world of choral music. Work for social justice and change.
Work to help meet our students’ and our own social-emotional needs. But we are not
alone. Let’s do this work together and I know it will get better!

We’re Back!!
Introducing
2021 SCVA Vocal Jazz Contemporary A Cappella
Honor Choir Director
Shams Ahmed
Live Performance: November 19th, 2021
Audition Deadline: September 15th, 2021
Email cmocha@hartdistrict.org for more info
or
visit
www.scvachoral.org
https://www.scvachoral.org/vocal_jazz_honor_choir.php
Shams Ahmed is an arranger, vocal producer, and creative director based in Los Angeles, CA.
He is a graduate of Northeastern University, where he directed a cappella heavy-hitters and twotime ICCA champions, The Nor'easters, while studying Finance. Under his leadership, the group
progressed from its casual beginnings to becoming one of the most storied groups in the game.
Shams’ unique directing and arranging style became synonymous with the group’s signature
sound, which is still emulated by collegiate groups today. In 2013, Shams continued pursuing
musical projects while also (plot twist) juggling a busy career in Investment Banking and Finance.
It was at a fateful Pentatonix concert that he met arranger Ben Bram. The two became fast friends,
and later, colleagues. During the summers, Shams would jet off to Los Angeles, where he directed
at A Cappella Academy, an elite summer music program, designed to train and mentor top upand-coming vocalists around the world.
Most recently, Shams launched a female pop/R&B group called Citizen Queen along with
Pentatonix’s Scott Hoying, and Ben Bram. Shortly after launching, the band signed a record deal
with Sony Music’s RCA Records. Now with a collection of original music, collaborations with music
industry greats like Justin Tranter and NOVA WAV, Citizen Queen has fully stepped onto the
scene as one of the great girl groups to watch. Shams also co-founded Acapop! KIDS, a music
brand for kids. For this project, he wears many hats: producer, arranger, creative director, stylist,
financial controller, media coordinator, brand strategist, etc. With recent performances on The
Kelly Clarkson Show, and over 65 million views for their best-in-class music videos, the brand is
poised to take the kids entertainment world by storm!
Shams loves to give back to the a cappella community by serving as a regular judge at the
International Competition for Collegiate A Cappella, All-American Awaaz, as well as festivals for
the Contemporary A Cappella Society. Outside of a cappella, he serves as a Director of Talent &
Creative for Northeastern University events, most notably, his edu-tainment piece at the $1.4
billion EMPOWER Celebration. He additionally produces entertainment for other large-scale
University events.
Catch Shams online: IG: @theonlyshamsyouknow TT: @theonlyshamsyouknow

Close Harmony Festival – SATB Edition
Antone Rodich – VP of Close Harmony
Hello Choral Educators!
SCVA has some very exciting news! On Saturday, February 5, 2022, SCVA and the
Association of International Champions (AIC) will be hosting the SCVA Close Harmony
Festival in collaboration. This festival encompasses students from middle school thru
high school, learning songs in the barbershop style, and also some a-cappella music.
The location of the Close Harmony Festival will be announced shortly!
If you would like to have a gold medal winning quartet come out for an outreach
performance at your school, please fill out this form:
https://tinyurl.com/SCVAFallOutreach
This Google Form will be due Friday, October 1, 2021.
If you have a high school barbershop quartet (SATB, SSAA, TTBB) that would like to be a part of the
Barbershop Quartet Workshop (more info to come), and possibly sing in the evening performance,
please email me separately.
You can bring as many students as you desire (SATB. TTBB, SSAA). Registration, paperwork and other
information will be available on the SCVA website and sent through the SCVA email database in
September, and in the next SCVA newsletter. Stay tuned!
Here is the tentative schedule for Saturday, February 5, 2022:
9:00 - 10:00 : Registration (name tags and T-shirts) Bring your music!
10:00 - 10:30 : Introductions, warm-up and demonstration of the barbershop style
10:30 - 12:00 : Rehearsal
12:00 - 12:45 : Lunch
12:45 - 2:30 : Sectional rehearsals
2:30 - 2:45 : Break
2:45 - 3:30 : Barbershop Quartet Workshop
3:30 - 3:45 : Break
3:45 - 5:30 : Final rehearsal
5:30 - 6:15 : Serving Dinner/get ready for the show
6:30 : Performing Arts Center doors open
7:00 : Showtime
If you have any questions about this amazing event, feel free to email me.
antonerodich87@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE...
SCVA SHOW CHOIR SPECTACULAR 2022
Sarah Anders, VP-Show Choir

We are so excited to once again bring you the SCVA SHOW CHOIR SPECTACULAR!
This year’s event will be held at Hart High School in Santa Clarita, CA on Saturday May 7, 2022.

●
●
●
●

Divisions include:
Middle School Treble & Mixed
High School Novice Treble & Mixed
High School Intermediate Treble & Mixed
High School Advanced Treble, Bass Voices, and Mixed

Registration will open on November 1, 2021. Questions? Email Sarah Anders: scvashowchoir@gmail.com

Southern California Vocal Association
2450 W Ball Road, Anaheim, CA 92804

www.scvachoral.org / email: info@scvachoral.org

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES
2021
HS Honor Choir Audition Application Deadline
Vocal Jazz Contemporary A Cappella Honor Choir Audition Deadline
HS Honor Choir Audition Confirmations
HS Honor Choir Regional Auditions
Concert Festival Host Registration Deadline
SCVA Fall In-Service
Registration for Festivals Opens
Festival Scholarship Applications Opens
HS Honor Choir Audition Results Posted
Show Choir Spectacular Registration Opens
HS Honor Choir Weekend
Vocal Jazz Contemporary A Cappella Honor Choir Performance

Sep 10
Sep 15
Sep17
Sep 25 & Oct 2
Oct 1
Oct 5
Oct 15
Oct 15
Oct 16
Nov 2
Nov 18-20
Nov 19

2022
Close Harmony Festival
Vocal Jazz, Gospel & Contemporary Acapella Festival
Show Choir Spectacular

Feb 5
March 11 & 12
May 7

Please follow our social media accounts (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) for updates on upcoming
events that will be finalized prior to our next newsletter publication.

