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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Drew Lewis
As Neil Gaiman once wrote, “You're always you, and that don't change, and you're always
changing, and there's nothing you can do about it.” It amazes me how much our thinking, our public
interactions, and our priorities have changed in the past two years. This semester I’m teaching my first inperson classes after 18 months online and I love it! However, I can tell you that my teaching experience is
different than it was before. I get way more excited to drive home and see my wife (and our dog) than I
had before spending nearly a year and a half at home all day. My time away from work is more important
than it used to be. I would say that the things I prioritize with my students have changed as well.
What do you prioritize in your choirs and classes? Since August 2020, I have shared my classroom
priorities with my students almost daily in this order: 1) Their health and safety, 2) Communication, and 3)
The pursuit of the music education that they deserve. I wouldn’t say these are necessarily different than
they were pre-pandemic, but the order in which I prioritize them and the way I articulate them to my
students is different than it was two years ago.
My students have always known I care about them, but I am more methodical in how I approach
this. Every day my classes begin by asking students to identify how they are doing (usually using pictures
from pop culture or way too many pictures of my dog, Wicket). Then I give them a chance to breathe and
reset before we dive into the day’s agenda. As a lifelong skeptic of “mindfulness” I must say that after two
months of giving my students a chance to breathe and focus every day, it has been incredibly beneficial.
After reading books by Sharon Paul, Lesley Moffat, and Scott Edgar that seemed to be encouraging me to
incorporate mindfulness in my classes, I had to give it a try! And as if to prove my point, the one time I
skipped over these routines in a class to jump into the “work” I thought I we needed to do, the difference
in focus and attitude was palpable. Mindfulness activities that are connected with a caring and open
culture that prioritizes mental health can be very beneficial. No matter the approach, any chance to checkin and ask how students are doing and offer ways to support and help can make a difference.
I’ve also always been a believer that being prepared and communicating with all stake holders
well in advance minimizes the potential for future problems, but I also want to make sure the two-way
communication in the classroom itself is improved. Each day students are asked to reflect upon their
learning and answer a variety of questions (usually through a Google form “exit ticket”). I let them know
this is just another way to keep the lines of communication open. My extroverted students may not
always need to write how they feel or what they’re learning because they will vocalize it, but there are
plenty of others who I wouldn’t hear from if I didn’t give them frequent opportunities to do so.
Finally, it is very important to me that students receive the music education they deserve. To be
honest, I would probably have said this was priority number one two years ago, but I think COVID-19 has
been a reminder not only of the trauma that so many of our students are experiencing but also of the
need to address priorities 1 and 2 before they can even be receptive and open to learning! However, I
believe strongly that my students deserve the best music education they can receive in my classes. I work
hard at my job to make sure they are building skills that will unlock a lifetime of music making, seeing
themselves reflected in the music they encounter, and experiencing opportunities that will continue to
inspire them to grow as musicians and inspire others. Honor choirs, festivals, workshops, and guest
clinicians are among some of the ways those opportunities can be provided outside the regular class time.
I’ve always appreciated all of the events that this organization provides for teachers and students and as
SCVA president I encourage you to let us know how we can continue to improve upon and add
opportunities for the good of our community. Once again, I ask what are your priorities in your classes and
choirs? My hope is that we will continue to work to inspire and support all of our students as we
experience the challenges and celebrations this school year continues to bring!
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REGISTRATION
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9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
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HEADLINER:
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MICHAEL USHINO
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Close Harmony Festival – SATB Edition
Antone Rodich – VP of Close Harmony
Hello Choral Educators!
SCVA has some very exciting news! On Saturday, February 5, 2022, SCVA and the
Association of International Champions (AIC) will be hosting the SCVA Close Harmony
Festival in collaboration. This festival encompasses students from middle school thru
high school, learning songs in the barbershop style, and also some a-cappella music.
The location of the Close Harmony Festival will be announced shortly!
If you would like to have a gold medal winning quartet come out for an outreach
performance at your school, please fill out this form:
https://tinyurl.com/SCVAFallOutreach
This Google Form will be due Friday, October 1, 2021. There are only a few spots left!
If you have a high school barbershop quartet (SATB, SSAA, TTBB) that would like to be a part of the
Barbershop Quartet Workshop (more info to come), and possibly sing in the evening performance,
please email me separately.
You can bring as many students as you desire (SATB). Registration, paperwork and other information
will be available on the SCVA website and sent through the SCVA email database in September, and in
the next SCVA newsletter. Stay tuned!
Here is the tentative schedule for Saturday, February 5, 2022:
9:00 - 10:00 : Registration (name tags and T-shirts) Bring your music!
10:00 - 10:30 : Introductions, warm-up and demonstration of the barbershop style
10:30 - 12:00 : Rehearsal
12:00 - 12:45 : Lunch
12:45 - 2:30 : Sectional rehearsals
2:30 - 2:45 : Break
2:45 - 3:30 : Barbershop Quartet Workshop
3:30 - 3:45 : Break
3:45 - 5:30 : Final rehearsal
5:30 - 6:15 : Serving Dinner/get ready for the show
6:30 : Performing Arts Center doors open
7:00 : Showtime
If you have any questions about this amazing event, feel free to email Antone Rodich (VP of Close
Harmony).
antonerodich87@gmail.com

SCVA Vocal Solo Competition/ Small Ensemble Festival
Erika Jackson VP
Hello everyone, Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We are excited to be preparing for this
event again this year. We have learned some things and have made some permanent changes
with round 1 being virtual and round 2 being live. We believe it provides better access and
equity and will allow more students to participate. We have also added a new category this
year so that we can offer more scholarships. You can find all new and important information on
our website. Again, we are excited to be working with you and your fine students this year and
we will keep you updated as we go.
Important Dates:
* Application and Round 1 Submission Deadline: Friday February 25, 2022
* Finalists Results Posted: March 4, 2022
* Round 2 Submission Deadline: May 7, 2022
* Live Finals Concert: May 21, 2022 MVHS PAC
* Judges: TBD
More Info: Visit scvachoral.org
Questions: ejackson@mvusd.net

Middle School/9th Grade Honor
Choir
Marcelo Martínez M.
I am excited to announce that this year’s
Middle School/9th Grade Honor Choir
conductor will be Dr. Joshua Palkki, from
CSULB. The honor choir performance will be held at Portola High School in Irvine on May 7, 2022.
They have a beautiful auditorium and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there.
It is still early in the year but I wanted to take some time to encourage all middle school and 9th
grade teachers to start telling your students to prepare for the Middle School/9 th Grade Honor
Choir auditions. Auditions will be in early 2022. Please consider hosting auditions when the time
comes. As a reminder to High School teachers, the Middle School/9 th Grade Honor Choir is open
to all 9th graders also. If you have students that did not make it into the High School Honor choir
this year or were not quite ready for the audition in September, this is a great opportunity for
them. They will still be able to say they did honor choir all 4 years in High School. More
information is soon to come.

WEBSITE UPDATE
Mark Freedkin, SCVA Webmaster
The SCVA website was launched nearly 22 years ago, with a major face-lift about
five years ago. The website has continued to grow and evolve with valuable information, resources and
automation to help us be more productive and efficient and serve our members more effectively.

E-mail Broadcast Messages
A number of automated e-mail confirmation and broadcast messages are frequently sent from our
website to choral directors for various events. Please check with your school district’s network
administrators to ensure that your e-mail system can accept incoming messages from
"admin@scvachoral.org" to prevent those messages from being rejected as suspected SPAM
(unsolicited e-mail). In additional, students who are registering for SCVA events (such as Honor Choirs)
should only use e-mail addresses that can receive e-mail messages that originate from outside of their
school district.

More About Your E-mail Address
When you or your students register for an SCVA event, always use the same e-mail address that you
used when you created or renewed your Annual SCVA Membership. The system validates your e-mail
address and verifies that your SCVA Membership Dues have been paid. Some of you might have
multiple versions of your e-mail address, but our system only allows one primary e-mail address, or it
will reject any student applications (such as Honor Choirs or Vocal Solo Competition). When that
happens, the application is ignored and there is nothing for me to fix. Instead, it is your responsibility to
ensure that your singers use ONLY your primary e-mail address that is associated with your SCVA
membership. In addition, when we have application deadlines, we cannot accept a claim that a student
used the wrong e-mail address. It is the same as them not submitting any application at all.
On a related note, when your students use that primary email address for their audition applications,
you can view all of the applications for your students by logging in to the Members-Only area of the
website.

Automated E-mail Broadcast Messages
A number of automated e-mail confirmation and broadcast messages are routinely sent from our
website to choral directors for various events. Please ensure that your e-mail system can accept
incoming messages from "admin@scvachoral.org", so you can receive all of those messages. In some
cases, you may need to contact your school district's network administrators to prevent those messages
from being incorrectly rejected as SPAM (unsolicited junk e-mail).
Please also be aware that if you simply reply to any of those automated broadcast messages, your
response will be sent to me (as webmaster), and I must then forward your message the originator. For
more efficient communication, please do not reply directly to any of those messages. Instead, please
send your e-mail response directly to the original sender's e-mail address.

Hints for Using PayPal and Saving Money
When using PayPal to pay the application or participation fees for multiple students or multiple Festival
Registration fees, you can add the desired item to your Shopping Cart only one time, and then specify a
quantity for that one item. You should not add the same item to your Shopping Cart multiple times,
since that will result in a much larger processing fee added to you total transaction.
If you have any comments, questions or problems with any aspect of our website please contact Mark
Freedkin at mfreedkin@yahoo.com or (714) 357-1187.

Southern California Vocal Association
2450 W Ball Road, Anaheim, CA 92804

www.scvachoral.org / email: info@scvachoral.org

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES
2021
SCVA Fall In-Service
Festival Scholarship Applications Opens
High School Honor Choir Audition Results Posted
Festival Host Registration Deadline
Show Choir Spectacular Registration Opens
Registration for Festivals Opens
High School Honor Choir Weekend
Vocal Jazz Contemporary A Cappella Honor Choir Performance

Oct 15
Oct 15
Oct 16
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 15
Nov 18-20
Nov 19

2022
Close Harmony Festival
Feb 5
Vocal Solo/Small Ensemble Round 1 Application Deadline
Feb 25
Vocal Solo/Small Ensemble Finalist Results Posted
March 4
Vocal Jazz, Gospel & Contemporary Acapella Festival
March 11 & 12
Middle School/9th Grade Honor Choir
May 7
Show Choir Spectacular
May 7
Vocal Solo/Small Ensemble Round 2 Application Deadline
May 7
Vocal Solo/Small Ensemble Live Concert Performance
May 21
Please follow our social media accounts (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) for updates on
upcoming events that will be finalized prior to our next newsletter publication.

